THIS FARMING LIFE IN 2025

A Conversation with

DAVID SEDGELY

By Mike Beckett

For many years, we have imported around 40% of our food and produced 60%
within the UK. The majority of imports have been in fruit, vegetables and
beverages. Around 71% of Britain's total land area (17 million hectares) is used
in agriculture, with 25% of that used to grow crops. Farming is considerably
different from the majority of businesses as it is not in control of many of the
aspects involved in crop production. No control over weather conditions, input
costs like fertilisers, agrochemicals and fuel, and when it comes to selling
produce, again the market prices are not set by the farmer and often they
have to accept a lesser reward for the work involved.
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